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Abstract

Abstract

Rural revitalization serves as the overarching strategy for addressing issues related
to agriculture, rural areas, and farmers in the new era, representing the essential pathway
toward achieving agricultural strength, rural beauty, and farmer prosperity. As
emphasized in the 20th National Congress Report of the Communist Party of China, the
most arduous and complex tasks in building a modern socialist nation still lie in rural
areas. It underscores the need to prioritize agricultural and rural development and
comprehensively advance rural revitalization. However, under the national strategy of
rural revitalization, how to activate endogenous rural dynamics has become critical to
overcoming the dilemma of “blood transfusion-style” governance. Currently, many
villages in China face issues of population hollowing-out, while traditional
administrative-led rural governance struggles to address challenges such as cultural
fragmentation and loss of social capital caused by rapid urbanization. Social organizations,
as third-party actors, demonstrate unique advantages in revitalizing community agency
through their “flexible governance” characteristics.

This study investigates the mechanisms and practical effects of social organizations
in stimulating endogenous rural dynamics, using Village T in Putian, Fujian Province, as
a case study, and interprets findings through the lens of neo-endogenous development
theory. Employing methods such as in-depth interviews, questionnaire surveys,
participatory observation, and a quasi-experimental design, the research systematically
analyzes a series of practices implemented by social organizations in Village T from 2011
to 2024, further validating the efficacy of their participation in fostering endogenous
dynamics.

Results reveal significant impacts of social organization involvement: subjectively,
villagers exhibited enhanced self-awareness, self-efficacy, risk tolerance, and reduced
herd mentality; objectively, behavioral transformations emerged in public participation,
self-organization development, volunteerism, and proactive learning. Further analysis
identifies a progressive mechanism whereby social organizations build long-term trust,
create participatory platforms, synergize internal and external resources, and reshape

cultural identity. This forms an action chain of “establishing trust — promoting
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Abstract

participation—~empowering villagers—incubating organizations—constructing identity,”
effectively resolving the “detachment dilemma” of exogenous development and
facilitating a transition from “passive blood transfusion” to “active self-regeneration.”

The theoretical significance of this study lies in deepening the understanding of
social organizations in rural governance, constructing the framework of “consciousness
awakening-behavior activation”, expanding the connotation of “social capital”, and
promoting the localization of the theory of new endogenous development. The practical
value is reflected in refining the “catalyst activation” model and providing action
strategies for social organizations to participate in rural revitalization. The innovation of
this study lies in integrating the theoretical framework, refining the action mechanism,
combining the quasi-experimental design with long-term qualitative research, verifying
causal relationships and explaining dynamic development, which can provide a new
paradigm for relevant research on rural sustainable development.

Keywords: Social organizations; Rural endogenous power; New endogenous
development
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